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^muV~  i  nr  t  i  a  i  •  '  PflbC  ft 

0  E  u  T  i  A  L 

ntiS  r  HH 

H.TBOD'ICTION »  '.'he  -4'uJr4. •  ■  tjjp  .it  igruph  KUVA4J  HGHIEP,  a  Viet 

Con^  economic  cadre  member.  W"in?  w  .  •  cai  to  i  or.  Operation  Dan  Einh  _ 
on  2b  ’Jevenbtr  i‘*Ob  bv  B  C  >,  Is*  Bn  (AP")  c»d  T.n*Vj.  trv ,  17  Jd  Airborne 


Bvtjaio.  He 
lUcai  .iff xi 
of  study  in  ' 


EARLY  CHILDHOOD  U%M 
mother  v\s  A  T.'T  ..'A 
An  tV)  ‘Pay  tnuor  f  D ) 
the  nixdlo  aJ;tys,  .k  • 
the  oldest,  ae  there  rf.iu 


in ■  -  i ; cal 
■  t  v  >  an 


to  h )  3  long  pol— 
long  and  >•  o  per.)  od 


'aiher  was  Hi T Y A.W  LIEN  and  my 
e  fani-rs  i !;  An  3nn  (H)  Ihuouc 


formal 


’If. 


at 


io 


ar>  nt  a 

nh  il).  Uccnomicu. iy  we  were  members  of 
-  *..  .  •->  -.tuldiv-n  a  ty  family  and  I  wa3 
■un.;  •  b"rther  and  ci  *n.r.  There  was  no 
on  t  wi  had  in  Ji  respect  for  the 


elders  ,v.l  bo1,  eve  1  'til  ♦■••at  the-.  h"1 laved  and  tau&hi  tc  us.  Our 
h  toilet  never  had  any  connection  with  the  Emperor.  1  tnink  An  Eon  was 
too  l'&r  removed  from  the  1'rov  inoe  eu.  itol  (Qui  Uhon)  to  have  much  in¬ 
fluence  over  us.  I  am  not  oven  .uro  who  the  Emperors  were  during  my 
youth."  . 


"In  my  c.h.idhood  there  was  a  feud  in  my  family  between  my  uncle 
and  my  father.  ‘2b e  fe..d  was  ever  the  owne  -ihip  of  land  and  property, 
and  it  was  not  settled  until  192o,  when  cy  uncle  died.  Because  of  the 
continuous  Ugh  ting  between  these  two,  both  of  whom  I  loved  very  much, 
my  memories  of  early  childhood  are  not  very  happy  ones." 

SCHOOLING  (192?  -  1927) »  "I  started  school  in  1922  when  I  was  four¬ 
teen  years  old.  The  school  i  went  to  was  in  1/uong  Ar.  (V)  Tuy  Phuoc 
(D).  We  did  not  learn  the  Vietnamese  language.  It  was  cue  of  the  'old1 
schools,  arid  we  studied  the  Chinese  language  and  used  Chinese  charact¬ 
ers.  We  also  studied  Chinese  and  Vietnamese  stories,  fables  and  par¬ 
ables.  What  I  mean  by  'old1  school  i.3  that  it  was  a  private  institution 
originated  by  the  elders  of  the  village.  Our  teachers  were  the  well  ed¬ 
ucated  farmers  of  the  village,  who  would  volunteer  their  services  to 
teach  the  young  men  of  the  surrounding  hamlets.  The  school  day  would 
start  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  the  first  session  would  continue 
until  12  o'clock.  At  12  o'clock  I  would  return  to  n y  father’s  house 
for  lunch  and  then  rest  until  2  o'clock,  when  the  Becond  part  of  our 
school  day  began.  The  second  session  continued  until  5  o'clock,  and 
this  would  conplete  the  school  oay.  After  school  I  would  return  home, 
help  my  father  with  the  chores  and  study.  I  never  studied  anything 
about  Communism  in  school.  I  did  r.ofc  learn  of  Communism  until  the 
late  1940‘s." 


"There  was  no  social  life  in  my  school,  neither  were  there  any 
athletic  activities.  I  had  a  friend,  though,  who  knew  Karate,  and  I 
learned  from  him  all  of  the  moveB  he  knew,  I  was  proud  of  this.  By  the 
time  that  I  left  school  1  was  an  expert  edt  Karate,  hut  never  have  used 
this  knowledge  and,  as  all  of  the  moves  that  I  knew  were  defensive  moves, 
I  could  never  have  attacked  anyone." 


"I  stayed  in  school  for  five  years,  or  until  I  was  nineteen.  There 
was  no  such  thing  as  grades  or  graduation^  your  status  was  determined 
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b\  classth  aiiv.  1  Htilslit-a  the  fifth  class.  ’/ce  average  stan-i*  >n  uy 
went  only  I'iai1  da  sea,  but  1  enjojvi  ,;ch<  '  1  very  mn-'h  and  uo 
my  father  aid  iw-t  n  nj  i.e  to  help  iun  -orkf  1  x>tit  iir.jc'd  to  atl<id.  I 
had  many  f  'r lends  at  school  un  I  enjoyeu  learn  in  ver.y  'finch.  *  u'j 
say  that  the  five  year.,  1  rt,  in  school  were  . one  ex’ tin-  hnwi*  tt 
years  of  ,i\y  life." 

FArtMNG  'v  1)27  -  lo4‘’)  i  lifter  ri\y  ich^ling,  an  my  j»ar  nts,  1  l>-  r.-n»/  -a 
farmer.  I  owned  a  little  over  two  hectares  oi'  land  in  iy  fu..  lien  hate- 
let  (one  hectare  -  .7.471  acred),  in  an  nvei&gc  year  T  w  ■  ‘  •  m.  v 

three  crops  of  nee,  one  crot  cf  sug.-.x  ohul  and  one  trow  .  f  -«.o.  I 
was  maxried  'or  tin  first  tu.o  in  1°.'9  when  I  was  ?1  j<ais  -  oi.  y 
wife's  family  had  in.  veo  to  a  .loighboying  hamlet  in  19  tk  I  had  kno  ti 
her  six  months  before  our  marriage.  We  lived  U.  gather  fo-  < —  -■  ",  a 

very  liappy  year,  and  then  ny  wife  and  oor  chilu  uied  m  5  iKbirth.  1 
remained  s  ingle  until  1972,  thin  reuirrieu.  I  had  known  sec  on)  wife 
for  .two  years  before  we  married  but  our  meetings  had  not  b.  n  fiequerit 
and,  sadly,  I  neve*  really  ..new  her  until  after  we  were  u<ai :  ied.  Neither 
ny  f aifd  ly  or  T  yet  si  cry  very  well  with  rv  second  wife  b-.c”u.,e  £■’,■•  _  u.vv'i 
to  be  vex*y  lazy  and  lacked  what  we  oonsiueied  to  be  normal  intelligence. 

I  left  ner  in  1934  after  two  years  of  chiluless  ma"ria0e. "  (HUYNH  said 
that  tills  was  thought  of  as  a  formal  divorce.) 

"I  was  very  ecu eful  in  cr.oosing  a  third  wife  and  did  ioc  rernai ry 
until  1945*  l'y  tti  Lid  wife  was  the  only  daughter  of  q  rich  merchant.  We 
had  known  line  another  for  five  years  before  our  iTiarriege,  we  were  very 
happy  when  married  and  she  bore  me  feur  sons. "(All  sons  are  still  alive? 
three  of  the  sons  are  members  of  the  ARVU  Arny  and  tlie  fourth,  the  young¬ 
est,  continues  to  live  with  HUYNH'S  wife.) 

t: 

CBdlldVAylONd  CV  THd  r'llJlGH »  "I  remember  the  French  as  cruel,  brutal  and 
corrupt  oppressors  and* conquerors.  T  hated  to  even  see  them.  I  had  a 
friend  who  worked  for  the  railroad  (now  the  Vietnamese  National  nailway) 
and  he  was  unaer  the  direct  control  of  the  irenchmen.  whenever  he  did 
something  wrong  he  was  kicked  end  beaten.  This  attitude  was  not  unusual 
to  the  Franca.  They  acted  just  like  the  unthinking  colonists  that  they 
are.  ' 


VIST  iJjNH  ajvoL'IATI0N3  (1945  -  1955)}  "Ity  hatred  for  the  French  tnd 
their  treachery  and  false  promises  prompted  me  to  join  a  Viet  Id nh 
National  Survival  Youth  Group  in  1945»  as  so  many  other  young  Vietnamese 
did.  This  was  a  relatively  new  organization  then,  and  as  I  was  about 
eight  years  older  than  ail  the  other  members,  after  about  two  months 
I  quit  this  organization  end  joined  the  Viet  I-dnh  Farmers  Association. 
Thin  was  not  a  CoBKiunist  organization  so  much  as  it  was  an  anti-French 
movement.  I  joined  because  of  love  for  my  country.'' 

"I  was  very  successful  in  this  organization  ana  before  the  year  was 
over  I  was  sleeted,  by  scorvt  ballot,  the  secretary  ox  our  .local  chapter. 
No  one  was  paid  wages  in  the  association,  everyone,  like  myself,  was  a 
volunteer.  The  cadre  of  this  organization  had  a  meeting  once  i.vc*ry  month 
and  all  the  members  would  meet  every  three  months.  Tin  reL'n,.  places 
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were  eh  enured  every  month  because  if  w  sore  o  i.t  i,  t>  »•  Preach  w<. 
wo  la  iwve  been  Severely  punished  and  perhaps  'l.leJ.  U «  se  meetings 
woula  usual: y  last  fc"  about  two  hours  i n  *J:<*  )fte  f-veni r'('.  'it  ttie 
ronlhl.'  mae+rnga  we  would  plan  ..hat  ye  attempted  t  acco.  p1 1  sh  for  the 
following  month.  When  all  the  n>.  nl  ers  were  together  even’  thirl  >  coth 
we  would  evaluate  our  past  actions  an>  ,  „>nce  again,  p.on  on  v.’hnt  to  Jo 
in  the  future.  There  were  about  lb'j  nr  ’ib<<rs  in  tie  Atnoc  i  at  ion  'run  wy 
hajolet  ana  the  surrounding  village r«  ant  hamlet  a." 

C-  HU'NTtT  PQdfV  ffi'  h  •h.ohlF »  "I  held  the  position  of  secretory  in  toe 
Farmer's  Association  an t ’ 1  ly5.if  when  I  wun  reduced  to  an  ordinary 
member.  M>"  responsibilities  were  .  iV:en  a  way  not  us  a  punishment  but, 
as  1  sr.i  her  re,  I  wai  a  member  ol  the  middle  class  ana  I  had  some  rich 
relatives,  so  some  people  feared  tiiat  I  la^ht  share  sent  intents  vitu  the 
wealth'’.  hVen  though  I  was  very  prouc  to  be  secretary,  I  was  able  to 
understand  their  fears,  even  if  they  were  not  justified.  It  was  in  this 
period  that  the  Parmer's  Association  became  less  a  nationalistic  •'vrp.ii- 
zation  and  more  of  a  Communist  organization-  The  transition  uia  1  t  me 
overnight.  As  I  said,  the  organization  was  very’  large  by  this  time;  many 
members  had  fought  during  the  war  (World  War  II)  and  had  heara  of  Comm¬ 
unism.  People,  who  I  now  recognize  were  acting  a9  Communist  agents, 
would  also  come  and  talk  with  us,  telling  us  to  make  attempts  to  over¬ 
throw  the  government  and  to  push  the  Frenchmen  out.  This  is  what  we 
Vietnamese  villagers  wished  to  hear,  for  they  also  spoke  of  land  redis¬ 
tribution  for  all  Vietnamese  and  our  own  government,  a  people's  govern¬ 
ment.  I  officially  became  a  member  of  the  Communist  Party  in  1950,  and 
from  this  time  on  spent  the  greater  part  of  ay  time  in  getting  other  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  party  and  telling  the  people  of  the  benefits  to  come  frem 
Communism. " 

"The  mission  of  the  Farmer's  Association  was  the  redistribution  of 
land.  In  the  old  days  the  rich,  especially  the  French  and  their  cohort*;, 
the  Vietnamese  people  who  colaborated  with  them,  took  land  away  from  the 
poor,  often  using  treachery  and  other  deceitful  means.  To  give  you  an 
example  of  this  I  need  only  to  recall  what  happened  to  one  of  my  fri'  '.s. 
{■y  friend  was  a  very  successful  farmer.  One  year  liiere  uas  a  sicknf  in 
his  family  and  his  wife  and  oldest  son  died,  bince  he  and  his  othe  two 
sons  were  also  sick  for  the  better  part  of  the  year,  he  was  triable  -  work 
his  fields.  He  got  a  loan  from  a  rich  French  landowner  with  the  v  er- 
standing  that  he  would  pay  the  loan  back  after  one  year.  There  v  a  con¬ 
tract  written  up  to  this  effect  but  there  was  also  a  verbal  agre  nt 

that  if  the  farmer  couldn't  repay  the  money  at  the  end  of  a  year  '">d 

be  allowed  some  extra  time  in  repaying  the  loan.  At  the  end  of  ore  y.. 
my  friend  asked  for  another  month's  time  and  guaranteed  the  Frenchman 
his  money  if  he  were  allowed  this  extra  month.  The  Frenchioi-n.  reneged  on 
his  word  and  confisticated  my  friend's  land.  Shortly  after  t,iroe,  ny 
friend  died,  as  nuch  from  heartbreak  as  anything  else,  au  left  fc'o  snu' 
without  parents." 

"This  is  the  type  of  person  that  the  association  was  working  against. 
We  attempted  by  bargaining  and  peaceful  persuasion  to  get  the  rich  to 
either  return  land  to  its  rightful  owners  or,  if  that  was  not  possible,  ro 
offer  some  sort  of  reinbursement  to  -them  in  the  form  of  non  y,  cattle  or 
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I  ■  1  .  1  I  i  •  .  -*  r  —  v.»  i  I' 

1  ■  •  ■  ’  ■■  •  ,  *  o  "V  .  ,iri  i  ’'i> •  . .  T  t 

1  .  .  ,  I  --U  >  1-  Jl  '  :  .  ;  .  1  ,,  *  *  ,  '  -it;.1’ 

•  .  v  ■.  ■  •  ■  three  •  .  ,  ' :  •  .  -•  ' 

resi't  *'iv,  J  .  *  ■  op,  in  o  itv  ,a  .  mon,  ,  a*  i  j  J  •  ?  ^  wr.  ■■  . 

resoi*.  If  ne<;  i  ms  larlud,  ,e  .ould  „■  •  t  i  .  .  » 

crop,  find  th<  r.  .  c/^  ui.,  1  •  • ;  lly,  bu  n  if  ,i  r:  tm  , '  ■  ’  ■  c:  -  r’.c  ■ 
and  automobiles.  c  r- *  -r  '  fled  -it.yvne,  ti.ou  it  •  1  «i  ■.if  ot  j>t  i 

h* a*  t  i/.ht  tv,  sc  *■.  •  >  .  i  i  j  ■  •■ft.  T  .  •'•t  1  „w  wny  ti  t;  attuvi1 

U.  !  ']  a  ’  ;  1  *  •  i  '-rs  a  .ham  reae *  >n.  in-  man  .frited  '  i 

tin  od'-r.i  J\>11  "  <•  i .  ft.i  t  (U.  n,,t  ,(tr'  nr, »  .■>  -eri-d,  tr-t.  * 

I  :ri  h-  1'  V  i  trr  n. 

Dl'T!  Hi  lu'ltTH  71  rh.J.  il  If;  -  1  T(  ' ,  ;  “In  rate  •!/<■.  i+  w-.s  *  c  u>- :  b 
Farrier's  As.  oci«  '  cn  t  a*  I  ,o  to  rl  >  /ievnam  for  f  '  ...  i  1  i  - 

in^r  and  education.  T  cif  not.  volute:  i<  'v.uuse  I  ..  i  ■  *  ■  t  •  • 

leave  ry  f.uiily,  b.t  i*  wan  0>a’  *rr.  u  th:  ♦  I  w, «  j  l-  b  .el  .>  •.  .1  . 
Vietnam  vithm  th;  —  v.eara.  I  u.t.t  admit  tint t  *  ,a:  eager  to  .<••■  ?  i  i 

and  was  looking  foiw-ru  to  loan  trj  m-.e  c.bou t  crop  i .  ri. gat  ion  and  pr  - 
I'.ction  and  leari  mo:  '  of  Corniumw. .  hm  how  it  was  waking  m  i<o:  th 
V-etutiT*  T  saw  fanii^  t  r  th  la'  ,  tin-  m  January  of  lf3y  •!'■/)  1 
started  oi  the  tri  )  :.t‘*th," 

"I  arrived  In  ”  ,f..  Vietnam  in  April,  after  traveling  by  foot  for 
three  months,  'ie^.ueo  of  ny  age  (43)  I  was  assigned  to  work  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  bloc.  In  North  Vietnam  every  hamlet  has  a  production  bloc  made 
up  of  about  m-n.  The  bloc  i3  divided  into  production  cell:-,  composed 
of  twenty  men  e.  ch.  Our  production  bloc,  like  most  others,  devoted  all 
i+?  :ir:e  to  producing  rice.  I  do  not  know  why,  but  I  fc-unu  that  rice  in 

fie  north  must  be  watched  closer  than  the  rice  in  the  south.  If  not,  yo.: 

will  not  have  a  successful  crop.  Even  though  1  later  reached  the  rod  tier, 
of  promotion  cell  leader,  I  never  rec  iv-d  any  instruction  m  bookkeeping 
or  accounting  to  prepare  me  for  my  ot.  to~be  in  Jouth  Vietuun  rs  a  f':n; 
end  economic  cadry  member. " 

"A  typical  day  in  North  Vietnam  wool.'  begin  at  5 *50*  when  everyone 
awoke.  The  young  men  had  a  physical  training  program  at  6:00.  then  every¬ 
one  would  shower  and  have  breakfast.  At  about  0  o'clock  the  work  day' 
would  begin  ana  continue  until  11  o'clock,  when  we  wo  Id  take  a  break  for 
lunch  a^d  rest.  Jerk  would  resume  at  1  o'clock  and  would  continue  until 
5  o'clock.  From  5  o'clock  until  6:30  we  had  time  for  oinner,  to  rest  and 

casually  talk.  At  6:30  all  would  rest  and  read  the  newspaper.  From  7 

until  h-oo  v-  would  have  classes.  For  the  most  part  we  studied  rice 
production  methods  and  mathematics." 

"On  Sundays  of  every  week  there  was  a  special  two-hour  class  for 
members  of  the  Communist  party  like  myself.  These  classes  would  revolve 
around  the  political  theories  of  Communism.  The  first  year  1  attended 
tiiese  classes  we  studied  Lenin,  but  this  stopped  after  one  year  because 
there  were  some  doubts  relating  to  Lenin's  ideology c  I  the  gV  tnab  vc 
woul  have  classes  on  I'ao  ?se  Tung  arid  Ho  Chi  Kinh  but  we  n-*v  r  rid.  X 
th  ink  that  tiie  reason  we  dien't  have  many  classes  dealing  with  political 
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t  'i'v  ry  13  >-*oo  tv  the  fact  tliat  *A>uth  Vietnam  kept  talking  about  invading 
rt!.  i  I'txuan,  and  for  tliat  reason  all  resources  were  aeployed  towards 
prod  ction  of  food  in  case  there  should  be  a  military  corn  sign.  At  times 
•»e  n:-.  films  male  in  the  Ui.ited  State  -  relating  to  better  methods  of  pro¬ 
tection  and  the  construction  of  factories.  The  quality  of  these  filmu 
whs  ’■  cry  good  anu  we  learned  much  from  t’.<  m.  Vbe  meals  in  No-th  Vietnam 
consisted  of  the  same  items  1  have  had  a’l  of  my  life;  rice  throe  times  a 
day  and  fish  and  vegetables  when  available.  When  I  was  in  North  Vietnam 
I  worked  in  tfJONC  JONH  (H)  DUC1IG  MINK  (V)  QUYNH  LUO  (P)  NGUE  AN  (D)." 

"w «  didn't  train  i.i  th  weapons  for  very  long.  The  only  instructions  I 
ever  haa  with  firearms  was  a  three-day  class  on  the  structure  and  firing 
of  a  .45  caliber  pistol  and  a  one-day  olass  on  the  use  of  a  French  sub- 
;-<iC r ina  gun.  I  have  never  liked  rifles  and  machine  gu..  but  the  pistol 
wn  uice.  Later,  back  in  South  Vietnam,  I  carried  a  .45  caliber  potcl 
l\cr  a  while  because  ny  leaders  told  me  I  needed  it  for  self-protc c  t  “on. 

It  became  to  bothersome,  though,  so  I  returned  it  and  have  net  carried  a 
weapon  since." 

"when  working  and  going  to  classes  I  naver  had  much  contact  with  the 
North  Vietnamese.  All  the  people  I  worked  with  were  i  rem  wouth  Vittnrm. 

It  was  generally  thought  and  understood  that  we  from  South  /iotr.or  would 
some  day  return  to  the  south,  and  by  aiding  the  people  eccnut iculiy  we 
would  liberate  the  people  from  the  puppet  government  of  South  Vietnam,  so 
that  they  could  then  form  their  own  government,  modeled  on  the  Communist 
style. " 

"Every  year  in  North  Vietnam  a  person  is  given  fifteen  days  special 
leave.  I  spent  all  of  my  special  leave  time  in  Hanoi,  and  vJ  n t<? '  *hat 
city  five  different  times,  staying  with  a  friend's  family.  J  v.  s  very 
much  aisappointed  with  Hanoi*  At  one  time  I  am  sure  that  il  m.~>t  have 
been  a  great  city  but  now  it  is  too  old  and  is  very  dirty.  Vhen  I  was 
in  Hanoi  the  central  povsr  was  always  failing  and  we  always  lacked  elec- 
trioity.  I  think  that  Saigon  and  Nhe  Trang  are  much  nicer  ^  +  -'es  than 
Hanoi.  I  was  treated  extremely  well  in  North  Vietnam.  E'.r  party  gave  me 
and  most  of  the  South  Vietnamese  better  food,  clothing  and  leuginr  than 
most  of  the  North  Vietnamese  received." 

"I  believe  tho  Communist  regime  of  Ho  Chi  Ming  in  !Torfh  ‘?et-nnm 
started  out  with  good  intentions.  Originally,  they  were  try  wig  to  rais  • 
the  standard  of  living  and  create  equality  among  the  people,  but  this  did 
not  come  about.  The  Communists  did  raise  the  standard  of  living  somewhat 
by  creating  and  organizing  cooperatives,  but  what  they  failed  to  do 
in  careating  cooperatives  was  to  establish  equality  and  instill  in  the 

people  a  sense  of  humanity.  All  was  too  objective;  too  impersonal.  The 
people  kept  being  told  that  better  times  were  coming,  and  tka*  the  rioelands 
would  be  redistributed  to  them,  but  while  I  was  in  North  Vietnam  this  never 
happened*  I  do  not  know  how  or  why  they  failed  but  they  a  to.  Equality  and 
humanity  are  two  things  that  are  important  to  all  people;  -i thout  them  no 
nation  can  be  successful.  It  is  just  not  possible." 
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"The  people  of  North  Vietnam  seemed  to  ht.ve  u  great  respect  for 
President  diem,  of  South  Vietnam,  Lnce,  President  Diem  was  captured  by 
the  Communists.  -*o  Chi  Kinh  ordered  that  he  not  be  killed,  for  he 
v/anteu  to  persuade  Diem  to  work  for  ihe  Communist  cause.  Later.  Diem, 
with  the  help  of  the  Japanese,  fled,.  The  reason  that  Diem  was  such  a 
good  politician  and  considered  to  be  so  smart  may  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  he  started  at  the  very  bottom  and  worked  hia  way  to  the  top. 
Ke  had  very  much  experience  and  knew  the  best  way  to  perform  almost  ail 
jobs  connected  with  politics.  I  think  that  the  Diem  government  mug 
more  forceful,  had  better  policies  and,  overall,  wa3  much  better  than 
the  *^re sent  f-overanent  of  Louth  Vietnam.  I  was  very  sorry  when  I 
learned  that  Diem  had  died." 


"It  is  ny  opinion  that  the  government  of  North  Vietnam  is  more  swift 
that  it  is  just,  hany  prisoners  have  been  sentenced  to  death  by  firing 
squads  and  others,  not  as  dangerous,  are  sent  into  confinement,  to  be 
re-educated  or  rehabilitated.  Personally ,  I  have  never  witnessed  any 
executions,  but  in  1958  there  were  three  people  that  worked  in  uy  cell 
th^t  were  found  guilty  of  instigation  corruption.  They  were  taken  .lv-ry 
and  I  never  saw  them  again.  It  was  my  understanding  that  those  that  are 
taken  away  for  rehabilitation  draw  two  pairs  of  olothes  and  two  pairs  of 
shoes  a  year  from  a  central  sup-ily  room.  This  supply  room  also  giveo  the 
prisoners  all  the  tools  needed  to  work  the  soil.  Then,  they  must  provide 
for  them'. elves  and  attend  classes  twice  weekly  until  the  government  thinks 
they  have  been  rehabilitated.  There  is  no  set  time  that  they  must  remain. 
Perhaps  some  leave  within  a  year  and  some  will  end  up  dying  there." 


FOREIGN  ADVISERS t  "When  I  was  in  North  Vietnam  our  production  bloc  had 
Chinese  advisers  from  1957  through  1959.  I  also  know  that  during  the  same 
time  span  the  economy  sections  had  two  East  German  advisers.  The  Chinese 
advisers  in  our  section  worked  with  us  in  soil  improvement  and  showed  us 
how  to  increase  our  pioduction  of  rice.  In  the  economy  section  the  East 
Germans  supervised  the  building  of  dams  and  factories.  Advisers  worked 
with  the  people  only  on  certain  specified  missions,  and  if  any  mission 
would  last  over  a  year,  the  advisers  would  rotate  every  six  months.  1-y 
overall  impression  of  the  advisers  is  a  good  one.  They  were  effecient 
and  seemed  to  know  the  most  practical  and  expedient  methods  of  going 
about  their  tasks,  but  I  suppose  that  is  what  they  are  trained  for.  I 
have  never  been  aware  of  any  foreign  advisers  working  anywhere  in  South 
Vietnam  for  the  Viet  Cong  or  North  Vietnamese." 


"Unlike  in  the  Viet  Cong,  in  North  Vietnam  you  will  find  corruption. 
As  an  example,  there  is  probably  no  better  case  that  my  own.  When  I  was 
in  North  Vietnam  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  Parker  pen.  I  was  aware 
that  a  Parker  pen  costs  2,000  p<  asters  in  North  Vietnam  and  was  planning 
on  selling  ft.  The  political  officer  of  our  production  cell  became  aware 
of  the  pen  and  told  me  that  I  had  to  sell  it  to  him  for  500  piasters.  I 
tried  to  argue  with  him,  but  he  said  that  was  the  rule.  In  the  end,  he 
bought  the  pen  for  500  piasters  and  I  was,  quite  literally  and  very 
simply,  cheated." 

RETURN  TO  SOUTH  VIETNAM  (l96l)i  "I  left  North  Vietnam  in  June  of  1961, 
infiltrating  back  into  my  country  with  an  infiltration  group  designated 
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aa  the  Third  Group,  This  group  oonaisted  of  tw.  .ity  ten,  ten  of  w»om 
were  armed  with  carbines  with  three  magazines  each.  J  uid  not  carry  a 
weapon  and  arrived  in  South  Vietnam  in  October  of  1961,  It  was  then 
that  I  began  my  work  as  a  Viet  Ceng,  which  continued  until  I  was  cap¬ 
tured  . " 

"At  first,  I  was  the  funds  keeper  of  a  Viet  Cong  purchasing  store. 

‘This  store  was  located  in  Van  Canh  (V)  Hoai  Nhon  (i>)  Bi:^i  binh  (p).  My 
mission  was  to  help  arrange  for  tho  purchase  of  rice  and  other  foodst'il  fr 
for  the  Viet  Cong,  Viet  Cong  Montagnarda  and,  sometimes,  for  North  7t. ♦. 
namese  units.  As  I  said,  I  had  b^en  trained  to  form  a  Parmer's  A e-i  ’ela¬ 
tion  group,  and  this  was  really  what  I  wi  ihed  to  do,  but  was  also  a  Z'J<  * 
trader  and  storekeeper,  so  this  is  what  I  always  did." 

"The  organization  of  a  Parmer's  Association  is  based  on  a  very 
simple  principle.  A  team  of  Viet  Cong  cadre  will  go  into  a  village  or 
hamlet  and  propagandize  the  people,.  The  team  of  cadre  will  consist  cf  an 
older  man  to  talk  with  the  elderly  men  of  the  village,  a  young  men  to  talk 
with  the  young  men  of  the  village  and  a  woman  to  work  with  all  the  women 
of  the  village.  After  the  inhabitants  are  propagandized,  the  Viet  Cong 
sell  tools  to  the  villagers  on  credit  and,  in  return,  expect  and  receive 
half  the  crops  that  the  villagers  produce.  The  entire  process  of  winning 
a  village  over  to  the  Viet  Cong  side  is  to  take  one  and  one-*haif  years." 

"In  theory  this  reads  well,  but  in  actual  practice  I  do  not  know  of 
this  plan  working  in  over  a  year  in  Binh  Dinh  Province.  For  one  thing, 
there  must  always  be  a  certain  number  of  personnel  on  guard  to  warn  of 
Allied  helicopters  and  troops  while  the  others  are  working  in  the  fields. 
Secondly,  prior  to  working  in  a  new  field  foxholes  and  bunkers  must  be 
built.  Thus,  because  of  all  the  manpower  needed  for  these  things,  pro¬ 
duction  is  slowed  down  greatly.  More  discouraging  than  this,  though,  is 
the  fact  that  the  allied  troops  and  helicopters  are  always  caning  across 
the  fields  and  destroying  the  crops  with  chemicals  or  fire.  It  is  very 
hard  to  keep  a  field  hidden  for  a  long  period  of  time.  The  Allies  are 
too  strong  now  for  the  Parmer's  Association  plan  to  work  as  it  should." 

"An  interesting  fact  about  our  picks  and  shovels  is  that  we  make  them 
from  your  long  iron  U-stakes  (engineer  stakes).  We  obtain  these  stakes 
when  an  American  unit  moves  out  of  an  area  and  leaves  them  behind.  They 
are  very  easy  to  mold.  When  napalm  bombs  are  dropped,  we  use  the  metal 
left  to  make  axes  and  pots  and  pans.  You  leave  so  very  much  behind  that 
is  valuable." 

"Purchasing  food  for  my  store  has  been  a  big  problem  these  last  two 
years.  In  1965  and  the  first  half  of  1966  rice  was  plentiful,  and  we  had 
very  little  trouble  in  purchasing  and  transporting  rice  to  our  units. 

Now,  it  is  very  difficult.  The  rice  is  still  available,  but  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  transport  it  because  the  Allies  know  of  and  patrol  all  of 
our  transportation  routes.  Since  wc  pay  the  government  of  South  Vietnam 
price  we  can  purchase  the  rica  from  government  controlled  areas  as  well  as 
from  areas  under  Viet  Cong  control.  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  the 
people  who  sell  the  rice  to  us  know  who  it  is  going  to.  This  is  because 
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the  Irovince  Chief,  Hr,  Hum,  always  appoints  a  middle  man  to  arrange  f'-r 
the  purchase  and  to  do  the  actual  buying.  I  had  no  direct  contact  with 
the  people  selling  tho  rice.  The  price  that  we  paid  is  usually  50  to 
55  piasters  per  kilc,  and  the  average  Viet  Cong  soldier  will  consume 
ninety  kilos  of  rice  in  a  months  time." 

A  TYPICAL  DAYii  SCHEDULE:  "All  of  the  days  one  spends  as  a  Viet  Cong  foil  tv 
the  same  pattern.  I  get  up  every  morning  around  5*30.  At  6  o'clock  we 
listen  to  a  radio  program  broadcast  from  Hanoi.  This  program  tells  of 
the  progress  of  the  war  and  then  broadcasts  a  physical  training  program 
that  all  of  the  younger  men  are  supposed  to  participate  in.  It  is  man¬ 
datory  that  all  Viet  Cong  personnel  listen  to  this  program  each  day.  The 
program  lasts  for  about  twenty  minutes.  l*iany  people  that  n>v  lazy  uHp 
the  program,  but  if  they  are  fit,  nothing  is  said  to  them." 

"After  physical  training  we  wash  and  eat  breakfast.  We  have  no 
special  cooks,  in  a  sense  everyone  is  a  cook.  We  rotate  each  day.  This 
works  out  well,  because  whoever  is  appointed  to  cook  for  the  day  gets  to 
leave  work  one  hour  early.  We  either  grow  the  rice  that  we  eat  or  we 
would  take  it  from  ny  store.  Basically,  our  meals  consisted  of  the  same 
things  each  day*  We  have  rice  three  times  each  day,  and  when  available 
we  would  supplement  our  rioe  with  fish  and  vegetables." 

"As  soon  as  breakfast  is  over  we  would  go  to  work.  Those  who,  like 
myself,  do  not  work  in  the  fields  quit  work  at  10:30  and  have  from  10 : 30 
until  >,1:30  to  eat  our  lunch  and  relax.  At  11:50,  we  have  one  hour  of 
study.  'Those  who  are  uneducated  study  and  those  who  are  educated  teach. 
During  the  summer  we  have  one  hour  to  take  a  nap  before  returning  to  work, 
and  during  the  monsoon,  only  one-half  hour,  as  the  days  are  shorter. 

We  then  return  for  work  for  four  more  hours  and  then  quit  for  the  day. 
After  we  have  our  supper  we  again  study  for  two  hours,  and  usually  on 
Thursday  of  every  week  we  have  one  hour  of  political  study." 

"Whet  we  study  during  this  hour  usually  varieB.  Sometimes  we  discuss 
the  philosophy  of  Hanoi;  other  times  we  review  our  actions  in  South  Viet¬ 
nam.  Except  for  tnis  one  evening  of  political  study,  all  our  other  study 
periods  are  spent  studying  the  Vietnamese  language.  Mich  emphasis  is 
spent  on  the  correct  usage  of  the  language.  What  I  enjoy  doing  during 
•;he  day  is  to  read.  Every  Viet  Cong  unit  has  a  propaganda  instruction 
training  center  which  provides  books  to  read*  I  read  many  things,  but  my 
favorites  are  the  poems  written  by  To  Hieu  and  the  old  Vietnamese  story, 
Kieu. 11 

"The  day  ends  at  nine  o'clock  when  everyone  must  go  to  bed.  My 
sleeping  quarters  were  usually  in  the  store,  and  the  only  time  that  I  did 
not  sleep  there  was  when  the  Allies  were  nearby,  and  I  would  go  into  the 
hills." 

EVENTS  LEADING  UP  TO  CAPTURE:  "Before  being  captured,  1  was  the  purchae ■ 
agent  and  funds  keeper  for  the  Van  Canh  village  purchasing  store.  In  Dec* 
ember  of  1 966,  I  received  500,000  piasters  from  Mr.  Le  (this  name  is  an 
alias;  I  do  not  know  his  real  name.)  Mr.  Le  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
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National  Liberation  Front  in  Van  Canh  village  and  he  had  received  this 
money  from  Icr.  Nam,  the  Viet  Cong  Province  Chief  of  Birih  i)inh  Province. 

.y  mission  with  this  money  v/ao  to  purchase  supplies  for  the  store.  The 
people  of  ARVN-controll .i  Van  Canh  would  trade  their  goods  in  the  9tore 
for  the  honey  which  the  Viet  Cong  Montagnards  prouuced.  Thus,  we  could 
keep  the  Montagnards  supplies  with  the  salt,  medicine  and  materials  which 
they  did  not  produce,  and  the  Viet  Cong  and  North  Vietnamese  units  with 
rice,  as  needed.** 

"By  March  of  19&7  1  had  spent  approximately  17,000  piasters  and  then 
ARVN  and  American  units  swept  into  Van  Canh.  I  fled  into  the  mountains, 
leaving  285,000  piasters  in  a  rucksack  in  my  store.  After  the  units  with¬ 
drew,  I  returned  and  found  my  store  burned  and  ail  of  the  money  gone.  It 
was  either  destroyed  by  the  units  or  captured  by  them.  Because  after  the 
units  left  the  AKVN  had  much  tighter  control  of  Van  Canh,  the  store  was 
never  re-established.  The  loss  of  the  funds  was  reported  to  Mr.  Le,  who 
reprimanded  me.  %  position  was  cancelled  and  I  was  -onfined  to  working 
with  the  food  production  cell  in  Van  Canh  village.  While  doing  this,  I 
worked  with  eleven  other  men,  and  we  produced  rice,  com  and  sweet  po¬ 
tatoes.  We  were  restricted  to  a  specific  area  and  were  not  allowed  to 
attend  party  meetings,  but  were  never  under  guard." 

"I  considered  my  confinement  unfair,  because  it  was  not  my  fault 
the  the  funds  were  lost.  Because  of  this,  I  wrote  to  the  Central  Office 
imforming  them  of  the  incident  and  the  action  taken.  I  followed  normal 
protocol  and  gave  the  letter  to  my  superior  who,  in  turn,  gave  it  to 
his  superior,  and  so  it  supposedly  continued  to  the  provincial  head¬ 
quarters,  from  there  to  be  forwarded  to  the  central  office.  Whether  or 
not  the  central  office  ever  received  this  letter  I  do  not  know,  as  I 
never  received  a  reply." 

"vVhen  serving  my  confinement  my  attitude  was  considered  very  j^oor. 
Once,  I  was  approached  by  a  member  of  the  Binh  Dinh  province  cadry,  who 
asked  if  I  wished  to  return  to  North  Vietnam.  I  did  nc1  wish  to  return, 
as  we  had  been  told  so  many  times  that  the  war  was  almost  over,  so  I  was 
hoping  to  leave  the  party  after  the  war  and  return  to  my  family.  I 
felt  that  if  I  returned  to  the  North  I  would  never  see  chem  again.  When 
captured,  I  was  in  the  Vin  Thanh  mountains  on  my  way  to  meet  with  Mr. 

Nam,  the  province  chief.  Though  captured  before  seeing  him,  I  believe 
he  wished  to  talk  to  me  about  returning  to  North  Vietnam." 

"When  purchasing  agent  for  the  store,  we  collected  an  average  of 
250  -  300  kegs  of  rice  per  month.  This  rice  was  then  distributed  to  a 
local  force  battalion  (designated  0  -  17,  a  Binh  Dinh  Province  local 
force  battalion).  Every  fifteen  days  perhaps  twenty  men  armed  with  car-* 
bines  would  come  and  collect  the  rice  from  the  store.  This  distribution 
order  for  the  rice  would  oome  from  Mr.  Nam,  who  is  the  Executive  Officer 
of  this  unit.  It  consisted  of  three  companies;  each  company  with  three 
platoons  and  each  platoon  with  three  squads.  Its  overall  strength  was 
about  100  men;  fifty  of  these  were  North  Vietnamese  while  the  remainder 
were  local  Viet  Cong." 
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toYCHlU G 10 A l  WARPAR-i t  "I  think  that  for  the  most  part  the  A1 1  i rs>* 
chologioal  warfare  program  ia  very  tf ‘'active.  Ye  are  not  allowed  tv 
pick  up  the  leaflets  that  ar<-  dropped  but  often,  when  we  ere  no  with 
others,  our  curiosity  gets  the  bettor  of  us.  I  con  ider  your  leaii^’e 
to  be  well  written  and  the  poetry  is  very  good.  There  is  one  drawback 
tc  your  leaflet  dropping*  we  have  know  way  of  knowing  if  what  you  say 
on  the  leaflets  is  true  or  not.  be  are  not  allowed  to  listen  tc  the 
Jouth  Vietnamese  radio  station  and,  even  if  we  were,  we  stilJ  have  no 
way  of  checking  on  what  they  say.  1  have  never  hoard  a  loudspeaking 
mission  and  'enow  nothing  of  them.  I  feel  that,  if  you  are  doing  every¬ 
thing  that  you  say  on  the  leaflets,  the  program  cannot  help  but  to  b- 
successful.  In  my  experience  as  a  Viet  Cong  I  have  known  only  one  per¬ 
son  to  Chieu  Hoi,  but  I  have  heard  rumors  that  many  people  are  going 
over  to  the  government." 

"As  I  said,  we  are  not  allowed  to  listen  to  the  South  Vietnamese 
government  radio  stations,  but  after  reading  some  leaflets  my  curiosity 
was  aroused,  and  sometimes  I  would  sneak  away  and  tune  my  radio  to  these 
forbidden  stations.  This  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  do,  for  if  you  art 
caught  three  times  your  radio  is  taken  away’  and  you  are  reprimanded." 

"It  is  getting  harder  and  harder  for  the  Viet  Cong  to  recruit  new 
members  into  their  ranks.  The  Viet  Cong  used  to  be  able  to  send  pro  pa- 
ganda  teams  into  villages  end  hamlets  and  have  many  young  men  volunteer 
their  services.  This  no  longer  happens.  It  is  much  harder  to  recruit 
now  compared  to  several  years  back  and  especially  compared  to  when  the 
Viet  Mnh  were  fighting  the  French.  I  think  this  can  be  attributed  to 
two  reasons.  First,  the  fighting  against  the  French  and  South  Viet¬ 
namese  Government  troops  was  limited  to  the  roads  and  the  open  areaB* 

Now,  since  the  Allies  have  come  to  the  aid  of  the  South  Vietnamese,  the 
fighting  is  everywhere,  in  the  jungles,  the  mountains,  the  forests  and 
the  swamps.  It  is  a  much  harder  and  a  dirtier  fight,  and  the  fighting 
must  he  done  twenty-four  hours  a  day,  not  for  only  e  few  hours  in  the 
evening. " 

"Secondly,  the  South  Vietnamese  people,  through  observing  the  passing 
years,  have  come  to  realize  that  the  Viet  Cong  are  good  talkers  but  often 
fail  to  fulfill  their  promises  to  the  people.  Often,  the  Viet  Cong  will 
go  into  a  village  and  promise  to  have  all  volunteers  back  in  their  homes 
in  time  to  reap  the  crops.  Sometimes  they  go  as  far  as  to  say  -that  they 
will  help  a  village  or  a  hamlet  with  a  new  irrigation  project  or  some 
other  community  project.  When  these  men  never  come  back,  and  no  projects 
are  begun,  the  people  realize  that  they  have  been  lied  to  and,  if  possible 
will  never  againthe  Viet  Cong  or  trust  them.  Slowly,  in  village  after 
village  and  hamlet  following  hamlet,  I  feel  the  Viet  Cong  are  defeating 
themselves,  because  they  are  losing  the  support  of  the  people,  and  it  is 
with  the  people  that  the  strength  of  the  Viet  Cong  rests." 

"I  am  not  saying  that  the  Viet  Cong  feel  they  are  losing  the  war;  to 
the  contrary,  they  feel  they  are  winning.  I  admit  that  I  had  this  attitude 
until  captured.  Propaganda  teams  tell  us  that  the  Allies  are  disorganized 
and  discouraged  and  that  soon  the  non-Asiatics  will  withdraw  from  the 
country.  Most  Viet  Cong  also  feel  that  the  ARVN  are  not  good  soldiers. 
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Their  tactics  are  not  good  and  they  are  lacking  good  leadership.  Th« 

ARVN  do  have  better  weapons  though,  and  that  is  where  their  pever  lies. 

A 3  I  said,  I  also  believed  the  Viet  Cong  were  winning  the  war.  It  was 
not  until  after  ny  capture  that  I  realized  the  full  strength  of  the 
Allies,  for  I  had  never  been  in  position  to  realize  your  artillery  and 
your  helicopters  and  your  large  camps.  I  now  feel  that  vhe  Viet  Cong 
are  losing  the  war,  especially  as  the  Viet  Cong  are  losing  the  hamlets 
and  the  villages  in  the  countryside.” 

"I  have  noticed  in  most  of  the  hamlets  and  villages  in  this  portion 
of  the  Highlands  few  men  are  to  be  seen  between  the  ages  of  18  and  $0. 

They  are  all  away  fighting,  or  have  been  killed  or  wounded.  I  feel  this 
is  prevalent  all  over  North  and  South  Vietnam.  I  realize  that  each  must 
fight  for  his  respective  side,  but  this  is  very  sad,  because  these  young 
people  are  irissing  the  most  productive  years  of  their  life.  These  are 
the  best  years  for  living  and  working  and  building  a  family.  I  believe 
this  will  have  a  bad  effect  on  both  Vietnams.  I  can  not  say  what  the 
effect  will  be,  for  I  do  not  know  how  long  the  fighting  will  last.  I 
think,  though,  that  South  Vietnam  will  be  the  first  to  recover,  for  they 
will  have  more  help  from  the  Allies  to  help  rebuild  their  economy.  I  do 
not  know  whether  North  Vietnam  will  receive  as  much  help  from  China  and 
Bussia. ” 

QUALITY  OF  MrjN  ANb  UNITS:  "It  is  hard  for  me  to  give  a  direct  answer 
when  discussing  the  quality  of  the  men  in  Viet  Cong  units.  Our  leaders, 
the  officers,  are  usually  chosen  for  their  abilities.  For  the  most  part, 
they  work  their  way  up  from  the  ranks.  Our  leaders  do  what  they  are  told 
hy  their  superiors  when  they  can  but  often  they  lack  the  facilities  to 
carry  out  the  orders  given  them.  It  is  very  hard  for  an  officer  to  order 
his  men  to  move  into  an  eneny  held  area  when  they  have  little  ammunition 
and  no  food.  When  they  can,  our  officers  do  as  told." 

"I  would  say  that  there  is  a  very  good  officer-enlisted  man  relation¬ 
ship.  When  talking  or  playing  where  is  virtually  no  difference  between 
and  officer  and  his  men,  but  when  on  a  mission,  both  parties  are  very 
serious  and  much  respect  is  shown  towards  a  man's  rank.  I  do  not  know 
what  would  be  done  to  a  man  who  refused  to  obey  an  order  from  his  superior, 
because  I  have  never  heard  of  this  happening.” 

"There  is  now  exception  to  what  I  have  just  said  and  that  is  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  political  officer.  The  political  officer  is  usually  designa¬ 
ted  by  the  district  chief,  and  usually  neither  the  officers  or  the  enlist¬ 
ed  men  like  him.  This  dislike  is  partially  due  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
so  much  power  yet  he  never  endangers  his  life  in  combat.  As  an  example, 

I  need  only  to  remind  you  of  the  Parker  pen  incident.  It  is  impossible 
to  agrue  with  a  political  officer,  because  he  knows  all  of  the  rules  and 
if  the  rules  available  do  not  suit  him  he  will  make  up  new  ones.  The  pol¬ 
itical  officer  has  no  combat  capability  and  never  joins  in  battle.  His 
only  purpose  is  to  lecture  on  the  political  theories  of  Ho  Chi  Minh  and 
the  Communist  government  and  the  progress  of  the  war.  The  political 
officer  may  also  use  discipline  and  put  people  into  confinement  if  they 
are  not  doing  their  jobs.  2ven  though  this  is  very  seldom  done  this  does 
not  make  him  any  more  popular.  It  it  hard  to  like  someone  that  you  fear." 
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"The  discipline  of  the  men  is  pretty  good.  When  a  man  dots  do  »f.t- 
thing  wrong  there  are  varying  forms  of  punishment  he  may  receive,,  depend¬ 
ing  on  what  he  has  done.  The  lowest  form  of  punishment  is  nothing  more 
than  a  reprimand.  The  man  is  told  to  watch  his  step  and  all  units  tha* 
he  works  with  are  informed  of  the  mistake  he  has  made.  The  most  severe 
punishment  is  a  jail  sentence.  The  guilty  party  is  sent  to  an  isolated 
camp  with  other  prisoners,  where  he  is  given  tools  and  told  to  work  in 
the  fields.  The  only  food  he  gets  is  what  he  himself  produces.  If  he 
wants  to,  the  prisoner  may  have  his  family  accompany  him.  Most  of  these 
jail  sentences  are  for  three  years,  but  the  sentence  does  not  make  much 
difference.  If  the  guards  in  charge  of  the  camp  think  he  is  rehab ilitated 
before  the  sentence  is  up  they  will  allow  him  to  return  to  his  unit.  If 
after  three  years  of  impi'isonment  the  guards  feel  that  the  prisoner  is  not 
yet  rehabilitated  they  will  extend  his  sentence  for  another  period.  These 
camps  do  not  have  cells;  the  prisoners  live  in  regular  huts,  but  they  are 
guarded  and  are  not  permitted  to  leave  a  specified  area.  The  number  of 
guards  depends  on  the  number  of  detainees  in  the  camp.  These  prisoners 
are  isolated  from  everyone  else  and  because  of  this  I  do  not  know  the 
location  of  any  of  these  camps." 

"Between  these  two  extremes  is  the  most  common  punishment  received. 

If  an  enlisted  man  does  sometning  wrong,  but  not  bad  enough  to  be  impris¬ 
oned  he  is  demoted  in  rank  and  sent  to  a  different  unit  in  another  dis¬ 
trict.  Officers  that  faj.1  into  this  category  are  not  demoted,  but  are 
only  sent  to  another  unit.  This  practice  is  unfair,  far  their  should  not 
be  any  discrimination  between  officers  and  enlisted  punishment. " 

OPINIONS  ON  THE  WARt  "When  I  was  in  North  Vietnam  we  were  told  that  when 
we  went  back  to  South  Vietnam  we  would  work  with  the  people  of  the  hamlets 
and  teach  them  how  to  increase  their  crops,  and  that  the  Viet  Cong  and 
North  Vietnamese  forces  would  be  used  only  to  support  the  agricultural 
programs  and  allow  the  people  to  choose  their  own  sr^veming  officials. 

This  was  not  true*  I  have  been  back  in  Vietnam  ft,.-  o. .an  years,  and 
have  never  been  allowed  to  to  into  a  hamlet  and  show  the  people  some  of 
the  new  production  methods.  I  have  seen  many  of  my  friends  die  without 
accomplishing  anything.  On  the  way  down  and  here  in  Vietnam  many  become 
sick  with  malaria.  Allied  air  strikes  and  artillery  shooting  kills  many. 
Viet  Cong  hospitals  have  a  cure  for  malaria  but  the  medicine  has  to  be 
brought  down  from  North  Vietnam  so  it  is  not  always  available  and  many 
people  die.  I  have  not  seen  my  family  since  1955  and  not  a  day  goes  by 
that  I  do  not  wonder  if  I  will  ever  see  them  again. ^ 

"Because  of  ny  age  and  my  years  with  the  Viet  Cong  I  have  been  able 
to  observe  unfairness  in  the  Viet  Cong  ranks.  The  most  common  example, 
and  in  my  opinion  the  worst,  iB  the  practice  the  Viet  Cong  have  of  taking 
care  of  a  person  when  he  is  young  and  needed  and  strong,  but  when  you 
become  older  and  not  useful  they  have  a  tendency  to  disregard  you  and 
not  take  very  good  care  of  you.  I  know  one  district  level  cadre  who  be¬ 
came  wounded.  Because  of  his  age  he  was  not  considered  very  useful,  so 
hewas  given  no  medication  and  died.  The  Viet  Cong  have  a  regulation 
regarding  retirement  and  old  age  but  it  is  only  weakly  enforced." 

"I  feel  that  the  armies  of  North  Vietnam  are  invading  South  Vietnam. 
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Hanoi  says  that  this  is  only  being  done  for  a  'unified  Vietnam'  but 
I  do  not  think  this  justifies  their  being  hej'e  in  the  force  that  they 
are.  The  North  Vietnamese,  with  the  Viet  Cong,  would  have  been  success¬ 
ful  were  it  not  for  the  American's  coming  in,  for  the  North  Vietnamese 
axe  better  trained  and  have  more  competent  leaders  than  the  AHVN." 

"As  far  as  who  is  going  to  win  the  war  I  cannot  say.  I  know  that 
one  round  of  artillery  or  an  air  strike  costs  much  money,  but  the  Allies 
seem  to  be  able  to  oall  in  artillery  and  air  strikes  whenever  they  wish. 
The  North  Vietnamese  cannot  do  this  because  all  ammunition  has  to  be 
brought  down  from  North  Vietnam  and  this  is  such  a  slow  and  tedious  task, 

I  do  not  feel  that  any  side  will  win  by  military  force  for  no  one  can  win 
the  people  by  military  force  alone.  The  side  that  can  have  the  people  of 
South  Vietnam  to  eupport  them  is  the  side  that  will  be  victorious  and  will 
have  the  lasting  victory  in  the  end.  The  Allies  keep  reporting  acts  of 
terrorism  by  the  Viet  Cong  aimed  at  the  people.  If  these  reports  are  true 
the  Viet  Cong  are  making  a  large  strategic  mistake.  The  Viet  Cong  cannot 
continue  to  conduct  terrorist  acts  and  expect  the  people  to  support  them. " 

"I  do  not  know  exactly  what  to  think  about  the  Allies  helping  the 
government  of  South  Vietnam.  There  is  an  ill  feeling  in  me  when  I  think 
of  what  effect  all  of  this  help  will  have  on  Vietnam  in  the  future.  The 
Allies  are  sending  many  men  over  here,  and  many  are  dying.  Much  money  is 
being  spent.  Somehow,  I  do  not  know  how  or  when,  the  government  of  South 
Vietnam  is  going  to  have  to  repay  the  Allies.  Thus,  it  is  probable  that 
Vietnam  will  be  in  a  position  to  be  exploited  by  the  Allies  if  they  so 
choose.  I  hope  that  the  Allies  do  not  follow  such  a  rcute,  but  it  is 
possible.  I  do  now  know  how  the  government  will  repay,  maybe  economically 
by  granting  trade  rights,  or  maybe  the  Allies  will  expect  certain  rights 
in  foreign  affairs.  I  feel  that  whatever  is  given,  it  is  bound  to  have 
a  bad  effect  on  the  people's  future." 

CLOSING  REMARKS >  "Of  my  four  sons,  three  are  now  in  the  ARVN  army.  I  do 
not  know  what  to  say  of  this  because  I  have  had  no  contact  with  ny  family 
for  so  long.  I  have  never  been  allowed  to  see  my  family  and  was  allowed 
to  receive  and  send  only  two  letters  a  year,  as  were  all  of  us.  These 
letters  were  always  read  by  my  superiors  before  being  sent  and  the  contsit 
was  always  very  little.  This  is  not  good,  for  a  person  is  only  half  a 
man  when  his  family  is  not  with  him  and  he  cannot  look  after  them  or  know 
how  they  are  doing." 

"I  heard  of  the  bombing  halt  through  Radio  Hanoi.  The  Hanoi  govern¬ 
ment  did  not  have  much  to  say  about  it,  but  the  impression  they  gave  was 
that  the  Allies  were  losing  the  war,  and  therefore  the  Allies  wanted  to 
make  peace.  I  am  not  sure  about  thisj  I  do  not  think  either  side  is 
really  winning  too  much.  I  feel  that  the  government  of  North  Vietnam  will 
use  the  halt  for  their  own  good  to  resupply  its  units  and  men." 

"I  was  glad  to  learn  of  the  free  elections  in  South  Vietnam.  Radio 
Hanoi  says  that  the  elections  were  fixed  and  corrupt,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  this  is  true.  If  these  elections  were  corrupt  "then  I  feel  that  the 
people  of  South  Vietnam  would  not  vote  in  them  and  would  take  the  initia¬ 
tive  to  do  away  with  tie  elections." 
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"Ail  that  I  have  wanted  to  do  now  for  the  past  years  is  to  be  with 
ry  family,  I  would  like  tocb  things  for  myself  and  not  have  anyone  tell 
rae  or  foroe  me  to  do  "things.  If  I  had  been  free  to  do  the  things  I 
chose  to  do  these  last  years  I  would  like  to  go  back  to  fanning.  I  tnink 
that  I  would  enjoy  being  a  -wood-worker  also,  and  make  a  good  living  and 
provide  for  my  family.  I  do  not  know  hov  many  other  Viet  Cong  feel  this 
way,  for  this  kind  of  talk  is  considered  treacherous  and  therefore  it  is 
not  a  topic  for  conversation,  but  it  is  what  I  dream  for." 

HISTORIANS  EVALUATION  OP  THE  INFORMATION t  HUYNH  is,  in  a  way,  appreciative 
of  being  captured,  for  he  hopes  that  eventually  he  might  be  returned  to 
a  refugee  resettlement  hamlet  and  be  reunited  with  his  family.  While 
being  intervied,  he  was  most  cooperative  and  appeared  to  all  concerned  to 
be  sincere  in  his  answers.  Many  of  the  same  questions  were  asked  during 
different  sessions  and  only  a  few  minor  discrepancies  were  noted  in  his 
replies.  During  his  initial  interrogations,  HUYNH  revealed  information 
that  proved  to  be  most  valuable  in  revealing  enemybase  camp  areas  end  in 
planning  for  future  tactical  operations. 
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